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May 2023
PWSRCAC Board meeting
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Regulatory Update

Topics covered:
§ Background/History
§ 18 AAC 75
§ 2019 Public Scoping
§ 2021 Regulatory Update
§ 2023 Final regulations
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Background/History

“Alaska’s Oil Spill 
Response Planning 
Standard – History 
and Legislative 
Intent,” August 2018
- by Nuka Research and 
Planning Group, LLC.
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Background/History

“Alaska’s Oil Spill Response 
Planning Standard – History and 
Legislative Intent,” August 2018

WEBSITE:
https://www.pwsrcac.org/annou
ncements/how-alaskans-
reimagined-oil-spill-prevention-
and-response/
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18 AAC 75

https://dec.alaska.gov/
spar/regulations
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Regulatory Numbering System
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18 AAC 75

18 AAC 75.4XX
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Regulatory Update Timeline

Date Activity

October 2019 Public Notice issued – public scoping of 18 AAC 75 Article 4 
and AS 46.04

March 2020 Public scoping comments due

November 2021 Public Notice issued – proposed changes to 18 AAC 75 
Article 4

January 2022 Comments due to proposed changes to 18 AAC 75 Article 4

January 2023 Updated regulations issued by ADEC
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2019 Scoping Process

Goals:
• Achieve efficiency  
• Increase ADEC’s transparency
• Clarification
• Reduce administrative burden
• Consolidate requirements where possible
• Improve application and review procedures
Ø no compromise on environmental protection

10



5/4/23

6

2019 Scoping Process

Comments:
• Approximately 130 comment letters submitted

Ø Majority in favor of maintaining regulations
Ø NO REDUCTION IN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONS
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2021-22 Public Review

• Proposed regulations issued
• 60-day comment period
• Internal review
• Outreach to member entities
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PWSRCAC Comments

§ Increase minimum number of annual exercises
§ Retain Best Available Technology conference
§ Retain language on Regional Citizens Advisory 

Councils
§ Require emergency towing arrangements that 

meet international standards
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2023 Regulatory Changes

ü Combination of contingency plan contents and 
plan approval criteria

ü Adoption of ARRT’s Wildlife Protection 
Guidelines

ü Entire plan subject to review when renewed

ü Requirement for diagram of facility oil piping, 
including valves

ü Public hearing details
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2023 Regulatory Changes

₋ PWS tow package replaced

₋ Addition of transition provision from old to new regulations

₋ Real-world conditions when calculating recovery rates

₋ Inclusion of decanting procedures
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2023 Regulatory Changes

Exercises: 

ADEC may require 
exercise, but no more 

than 2/year

ADEC will require 1
every 5 years and may

do 1 more/year

If there are 
deficiencies, ADEC  

will, in its discretion, 
require more…

If there are 
deficiencies, ADEC  

may require more…

17

2023 Regulatory Changes

Removal of Regional Citizens 
Advisory Councils as named 
reviewers
v No longer recognized in state 

regulations

v Changes to notification methods
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Regulatory Update Page 

OIL DISCHARGE 
PREVENTION AND 
CONTIGENCY 
PLAN 
REGULATIONS 
UPDATE
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Regulatory Update Page 

OIL DISCHARGE PREVENTION 
AND CONTIGENCY PLAN 
REGULATIONS UPDATE

Website: 
https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/
regulation-projects/oil-discharge-
prevention-contingency-plan-
update/

20



5/4/23

11

2023 Regulatory Changes

Summary:
o Two public comment periods
o Oil spill regulations updated
o RCACs removed as named reviewers
o Requires one operations-based exercise during five-year 

cycle and not more than one operations-based exercise 
per year
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Regulatory Update

Questions?
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