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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – September 2015 

 
INFORMATION ITEM   
 
 Sponsor: Austin Love  
 Project number and name or topic: 5575 Tanker Pollutant Loading to 

the Prince William Sound Airshed 
 
1. Description of agenda item:  Mr. Bruce Anderson from Starcrest Consulting 
Group, LLC will present the results of their analysis on the air emissions from tanker 
ships transiting through Prince William Sound.  Each year there are about 250 
roundtrip tanker ship voyages through Hinchinbrook Entrance to the Valdez Marine 
Terminal.  During these transits the tanker ships emit hundreds of tons of air 
pollutants including sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and particulate matter into the 
local airshed annually.  Currently, there are no accurate estimates quantifying the mass 
of air pollutants the tankers emit annually during their intra-Sound journey to and 
from Valdez.  Recently, new international marine pollution regulations were adopted 
by the United States that have and will limit the amount of air pollution being emitted 
from large ships transiting within 200 nautical miles of the nation’s coastline.  While 
outside the scope of this study, those reductions will lead to improvements in human 
and environmental health, especially in regions with high volumes of large ship traffic 
in the United States.  The analysis by Starcrest Consulting quantifies the amount of 
tanker ship air pollutants being released into the Prince William Sound airshed before 
and after the implementation of the international marine pollution regulations.   
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC: This project helps the Council fulfill 
its mandate to monitor and assess the environmental impacts of tanker operations in 
the region. While this project does not quantify the potential environmental 
improvements that are likely to result due to the local reductions in air pollution, the 
project does quantify the magnitude of the reduction.  Qualitatively, this project could 
be used to quantify the extent to which the negative environmental exposures (e.g. 
those that lead to effects on human respiratory or cardiac health and acidification of 
local soils and waterbodies) of the tanker ship operations in Prince William Sound have 
been reduced, but further study would be required to quantify how the local 
ecosystems and inhabitants have or will benefit from these air pollutant reductions. 
 
3. Previous actions taken by the Board on this item: None.  
 
4. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition: None.  
 
5. Committee Recommendation: None. 
 
6. Relationship to LRP and Budget: Project 5575/Pollutant Loading of the Prince 
William Sound Airshed is in the approved FY2016 budget and annual work plan.  
 
 FY2015 Budget:  $24,585 
 Unallocated Funds Remaining as of August 7, 2015: $0 
 
7. Action Requested of the Board of Directors:  None, item is for information 
only. 
 
8. Attachments:  None.  


