
Alaska Oil Spill 
Lesson Bank

Formerly: Alaska Oil Spill 
Curriculum 



Origins
• Written and compiled by local 

educators shortly after the oil 
spill (1989). 

• Grassroots effort by the 
education community, led by 
Belle Mickelson. 

• Beth Trowbridge, one of the 
original authors, led outreach 
and teacher training from the 
PWS Science Center in the 90’s. 

• PWSRCAC became the host.

• Last big update in 2013.

• New teacher-generated lessons 
regularly added.



How has it been 
used?

• Teacher Trainings

• Masters of Disaster

• Classrooms

• Homeschool groups

• Field programs & camps

• Science clubs



Who has used it?

These are just the ones we know of! 
Educations Resources page has received 8,000+ visits
#16 most popular content on our website



How does this further our 
mission?

Content includes:

• History of Exxon Valdez oil spill

• Chemistry of oil

• Ecosystem science

• Engineering oil response strategies

• Citizen engagement & advocacy

• Stewardship ethic



Update 2019-2021

• More professional

• Template

• Science standards

• Modernized content



Update 2019-2021

• More user-friendly

• Educator tips

• Assessments and 
grading rubrics

• How-to guide



Update 2019-2021

• More accessible

• Search & Filter 
webtool

• Teacher-driven 
design and language

• Rename



What’s next?

• Outreach!

• Strategic: who, how, 
where, when

• Covid complications



What’s next?

• Next steps 

• Photos & videos

• Kits for teachers & at-
home parents

• Gaps analysis

• New areas of content

• Accessible and 
culturally relevant 
education



What’s next?

• Better story telling and 
data gathering


















